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The rapid molecular platform
Biofire(bioMerieux) RVP2 multiplex
syndromic panel was used for
patients presenting with
respiratory symptoms to the
emergency department or
outpatient clinic.

Nasopharyngeal swabs were
assessed for coronavirus
pandemic (COVID) and performed
using standard extraction and
amplification methods by real-time
polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
techniques.

METHODOLOGY

The total number of RVP multiplex
tests done in the first three months
of 2022 was 129. Positive ID of an
organism was seen in 97 patients
(75% of cases). See Figure 1.

By comparison, in the three
months from January to March
2022 asymptomatic pre-travel and
school re-entry screen for COVID
tests; the positive rate was 8% in
adults (5939/74681) and 33% in
children (975/2911).

Double and triple infections were
seen in twelve and two patients,
respectively, and all of these
cases were in children.

RESULTS/FINDINGS

Assess the pathogens accounting for
respiratory illnesses during the 2022
COVID-10 pandemic spike.
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PATTERN OF VIRAL
RESPIRATORY PATHOGENS
DETECTED DURING THE
COVID 2022 PANDEMIC SPIKE
IN A PRIVATE HOSPITAL
SETTING

COVID-19

The most frequently detected
virus was the
rhinovirus/enterovirus group (67
patients 52% of total patients).
The second most frequently
identified agent was adenovirus
in 19 patients (15%), followed in
frequency by influenza (7
patients 5.4%) and COVID (6
patients 4.6%). See Figure 2.

Figure 1: RVP Results

CONCLUSION
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AFFILIATIONS

Most COVID-positive samples were seen in asymptomatic children, likely
reflecting immune/vaccine status. 

Most of the symptomatic patients with upper respiratory symptoms coinciding
with the 2022 COVID spike were likely due to rhinovirus/enterovirus. 

Whereas COVID and influenza as causes of symptoms were less frequently
seen. The findings are consistent with reports that the predominant variant was
associated with mild disease. This epidemiology likely reflects the degree of
immunity in the population.

Figure 2: Virus Identified 
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